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Conservation Update January 5, 2009

Mineral Handbook now available
After over two years of hard 
work and collaboration by many 
committed people, (see 
acknowledgments below) and 
with grateful thanks to Great 
Outdoors Colorado for funding 
a large portion of the project, 
CCLT is pleased to finally be 
able to present Mineral 
Development and Land Conservation: A 
Handbook for Conservation Professionals.  
This will be a critical resource for anyone 
involved in conservation transactions. 
Watch your mail!  With GOCO's help, CCLT
will be providing a free copy to each member 
organization and everyone who helped to 
make the handbook a reality.  If you fall
within this group, you should be receiving 
your copy by the end of the month.  All others,
or those wishing additional copies can 
purchase the PDF version or pre-order the 
hard copy online from our website or by 
calling CCLT.

Mineral Development and Land Conservation: A 

Handbook for Conservation Professionals provides 
expert and easy-to-use information about a broad range of 
issues related to land conservation and mineral and 
energy development. The Handbook compiles expertise 
from Colorado oil and gas and conservation attorneys, 
scientists, industry professionals and other conservation 
professionals on timely topics such as:
· Tax laws related to conservation easements and mineral
development;
· How to determine ownership of mineral rights;
· Split estate and the legal rights of estate owners;
· The basic elements of a mineral remoteness assessment;
· Impacts of subsurface mining on conservation values;
· Mitigation and best management practices;
· Surface use agreements;

 To
purchase 
and 
download a 
PDF 
version of 
the 
Handbook 
or to 
pre-order a 
hard copy, 
please
click here.
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· Sample easement language; and
· Other key references and resources.
The Colorado Coalition of Land Trusts provides this 
valuable resource to support Colorado's efforts to lead the 
way on land conservation as well as essential energy 
production.
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The Colorado Coalition of Land Trusts is greatly indebted 
to Great Outdoors Colorado, which deserves credit for 
funding a large portion of the  preparation and publication
of this book. The CCLT would also like to extend its 
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make this possible, including Colorado Open Lands and all 
of CCLT's members and supporters. 
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Benson, LLP; and Martha Cochran, Aspen Valley Land 
Trust, who wrote and re-wrote, assembled and 
disassembled, and rearranged and reorganized all the 
individual chapters and pieces into a user-friendly, 
informative, comprehensive handbook. Their patience and 
persistence in making this as complete and timely as 
possible while keeping it easy to read made this book a 
success.

This book began as an attempt by a group of conservation 
professionals to tackle the complex and constantly 
evolving issues of mineral development and conservation. 
The working group focused a broad spectrum of ideas into 
a workable plan that will guide conservation professionals 
through the complexities of mineral development in 
Colorado. This group includes Melinda Beck, Faegre & 
Benson; Rob Bleiberg, Mesa Land Trust; Steve Boyle, 
BIO-Logic Environmental; Craig Carver, Carver Kirchhoff 
Schwartz McNab & Bailey, LLC; Martha Cochran, Aspen 
Valley Land Trust; Becky Hall, Packard Dierking; Kim 
Kaal, Colorado Division of Wildlife; Kris Larson, Minnesota 
Land Trust; Linda Luther, San Miguel County Open Space; 
Brian Macke; Jonathan Moore; Matt Moorhead, The 
Nature Conservancy; Dean Riggs, Colorado Division of 
Wildlife; Steve Ryder; Bill Silberstein, Isaacson 
Rosenbaum PC; Kathleen Staks, Great Outdoors Colorado; 
Chris West, Colorado Cattlemen's Agricultural Land Trust; 
and Dale Will, Pitkin County Open Space.

This book would have no substance without the work of 
the contributing authors who all leant their time and 
expertise to make it as thorough and accurate as possible. 
The authors include Melinda Beck, Faegre & Benson, LLP; 
Steve Boyle, BIO-Logic, Inc.; Martha Cochran, Aspen 
Valley Land Trust; Bethany Collins, Aspen Valley Land 
Trust; Jonathan Moore; Lynn Padgett, BIO-Logic, Inc.; and 
Bill Silberstein, Isaacson Rosenbaum PC.
 
The CCLT would especially like to thank Craig Carver, 
Carver Kirchhoff Schwartz McNab & Bailey, LLC, who 
contributed extensively to the entire book through a 
separate grant from The Nature Conservancy. His 
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previous work and willingness to provide comments and 
feedback through the whole process is greatly 
appreciated.

The CCLT is also grateful to all the reviewers who took the 
time and effort to review draft after draft and provide 
critical and constructive comments, which all went to 
improve the final product. These reviewers include all 
members of the working group, as well as Allan Beezley, 
Allan C. Beezley, P.C.; Gigi Darricades, Esq.; Susan 
Dorsey, Yampa Valley Land Trust; Doug Hock, EnCana; 
Jessica Jay, Conservation Law, P.C.; Charlie Johnson, 
Larimer County; Tim Pollard, EIS Solutions; Zaki Robbins; 
Marie Vicek, Allan C. Beezley, P.C.; Jacob Vos; and Zeke 
Williams, Faegre & Benson, LLP; Ken Wonstolen, 
Fulbright & Jaworski, LLP. 

The CCLT welcomes additional comments from 
conservation organization practitioners and others who 
use this book. It is our hope to be able to improve its 
usefulness with updates in the future.

 

Sincerely,

 
Jill Ozarski, Executive Director jill.ozarski@cclt.org
Jeannie McGinnis, Office Manager jeannie.mcginnis@cclt.org
Greg Yankee, Conservation Fellow greg.yankee@cclt.org
 
(303) 271-1577
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