SAMPLE RESOLUTION

A RESOLUTION SUPPORTING House Bill 1353
WHEREAS, it is essential that Colorado protect important privately owned lands from encroaching development and preserve the state’s open landscapes for generations to come; and
WHEREAS, conservation easements are the primary land preservation tool in Colorado, protecting more than two-thirds of all the conserved lands in the state; and

WHEREAS, Colorado’s conservation easement state income tax credit offers an incentive for landowners to preserve their property and benefits the public interest in land conservation; and
WHEREAS, conservation easement tax credits are more cost-effective than using public funds to purchase land outright; and
WHEREAS, reports have emerged of isolated cases of abuses of the tax credit; and 

WHEREAS, the vast majority of landowners and land trusts using conservation easements in Colorado are committed to preserving land within both the letter and the spirit of the law; and

WHEREAS, the Colorado Conservation Easement Tax Credit Task Force, including legislators, landowners, state officials and land trust representatives, has guided the drafting of legislation to identify additional accountability measures to supplement legislation enacted in 2007; and
WHEREAS, House Bill 1353, which is based on the recommendations of the Colorado Conservation Easement Tax Credit Task Force, would increase accountability and transparency of state tax credits for conservation easements to ensure the program benefits Colorado taxpayers in providing a cost-effective way to preserve irreplaceable lands. 
BE IT RESOLVED, that [this jurisdiction] supports House Bill 1353 as a way to help Colorado protect private lands from development and urges legislators to vote for the bill this legislative session.
