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Most people are surprised when they •nd out that Tim Ferrell 
was a Lutheran pastor for 17 years. Many don't see the  
connection between living a life of spiritual compassion and 

farming. But for Tim, the connection is clear. 
 ªI got into farming as a means of supporting programs that feed the  
hungry, and soon I realized that I could make the most di€erence in the 
health of my community by encouraging them to eat more local, healthy 
foods,º Tim says.
 Tim's wife, Claudia, is a doctor and has practiced with the same  
dedication to community health. 
 ªPromoting the wellbeing of those around us is a special connection we 
share,º says Claudia.
 ªOver the years, we've grown a tight-knit family of farm sta€,º says Tim. 
ªMany of the people who work on our farm used to be customers who fell in 
love with the land and the way of life. Others were family or friends in need of 
work, or students looking for internships. Two of our sta€ members, Gregario 
and Angelica, moved their family out here in 2000, and it goes without saying 
that our farm would not be the same without them.º
 •e Ferrells raise organic vegetables and fruits. •ey sell them at their 
farm stand but also encourage customers to pick their own berries and  
some produce. 
 ªSo many people just love being out here and reconnecting with the  
outdoors ± our farm is like a sanctuary to many people who live busy, urban 
lives and come to our farm to just to wander the •elds and get away from it 
all,º Tim says.
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It's hard to miss the giant windmill ±  
stretching tall on the horizon, past the  
housing developments you see along the way 
- that stands in front of the two-story barn  
at Berry Patch Farm. Parking near the 
windmill's base, you don't see anyone at !rst 
but you follow the sound of laughter around 
a corner and !nd about a dozen Berry Patch 
sta" members and their families celebrating 
at an ªEnd of the Harvestº party. Behind 
the streamers and children playing stretch 
the beds of crops, now tucked away for the 
winter under blankets and covers. Tim  
Ferrell approaches dressed, as you would  
expect of a farmer, in jeans and a #annel 
shirt and, through his kind eyes and thought-
ful words, you know immediately that this 
farm was designed as a place for people to 
come together.
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 Growing and selling  
produce is just the beginning of 
what the Ferrells do. Berry Patch 
hosts many educational •eld trips, 
teaching school groups from near 
and far about food production. 
Many kids learn for the •rst time 
that produce doesn't originate at 
the supermarket.
 ªI've noticed there is a separa-
tion between people and food 
nowadays; many people who don't have access to farmland have no under-
standing of what it means to farm, what crops look like or how food is grown. 
Some children actually think that food comes out of the ground in packages!º  
Tim says.   
 ªIt's not hard to see how this disconnect can lead to unhealthy  
eating habits.º
 When Tim and Claudia •rst got their start in agriculture, their biggest 
concerns were how much rain they were getting, when the frosts came, and 
what insects and plant diseases were prevalent. But soon came a new pressure 
caused by the growth in the city surrounding them. •ey started to worry 
about what would happen to the land a"er they were gone.
 ªWe heard about the conservation easements through Adams County 
Open Space six years ago,º says Tim. ªPutting our land under easement was  
a pretty easy decision for us; our biggest fear was that our land would be  
developed a"er we were gone. Now, I can rest assured that this land will 
never be used for anything other than what it was meant for: to provide not 
just food for the community, but food for thought about what farming and 
agriculture really means.º
 •e Ferrells have hopes to expand the farm in the future.#•ey dream of 
adding grains, goats and sheep, and poultry for egg production. •ey would 
also love to open a restaurant that exclusively uses ingredients from the farm. 
Most of all, they seek to expand their programs that educate people about the 
importance of eating local, healthy foods.
 ªNew farm ground cannot be produced, only destroyed,º says Tim. ªFarm 
ground is an extremely rare resource and we should treasure it.º
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ªSo many people just love being out here 
  and reconnecting with the outdoors ± 
our farm is like a sanctuary to many 
 community members...$

THE OVERLAND TRAIL

The famous Overland Trail runs directly through Berry 
Patch Farm. Although many of the trails used by early 
settlers heading West in the early 19th century are  
referred to by the term ªoverland trail,º the proper  
Overland Trail refers to the alternate course to the 
Oregon Trail that was developed by the Overland Express 
mail route. The Overland Trail branched from the Oregon 
Trail at the junction of the North and South Platte Rivers, 
followed the South Platte to what is presently Greeley, 
and then left the river and traveled mainly over land ± 
presumably where it got its name ± until joining up  
with the Oregon Trail again in Wyoming.
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