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ORGANIZATION S

+ Aspen Valley Land Trustt*

+ Black Canyon Regional Land Trustt*

+ Clear Creek Land Conservancy+

+ Colorado Cattlemen’s Agricultural Land Trustt+*
+ Colorado Open Landst*

+ Colorado Water Trust

+ Colorado Wildlife Heritage Foundation
+ The Conservation Fund+

+ Continental Divide Land Trustt

+ Crested Butte Land Trustt

+ Crestone/Baca Land Trust

+ Douglas Land Conservancyt

+ Ducks Unlimited, Inc.+

+ Eagle Valley Land Trustt+*

+ Estes Valley Land Trustt*

+ Gunnison Ranchlands Conservation Legacy
+ Land Trust of the Upper Arkansast

+ La Plata Open Space Conservancyt*

+ Legacy Land Trustt

+ Mesa Land Trustt+*

+ Middle Park Land Trustt

+ Montezuma Land Conservancyt*

+ Mountain Area Land Trustt

+ The Nature Conservancyt

+ Orient Land Trustt

+ The Palmer Land Trustt+*

+ The Pines Foundation (Provisional Member)
+ Rio Grande Headwaters Land Trustt+*
+ Roaring Fork Conservancyt

+ Rocky Mountain Elk Foundationt

+ San Isabel Land Protection Trustt*

+ San Miguel Conservation Foundationt
+ South Metro Land Conservancy

+ Southern Plains Land Trustt

+ Southwest Land Alliancet

+ Trust for Land Restoration

+ The Trust for Public Land+

+ Wilderness Land Trust*

+ Yampa Valley Land Trust

City of Loveland - Walden West Conservatin Easement

t+Certified by the State of Colorado
* Accredited by the Land Trust Alliance Accreditation

Commission
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ORGANIZATION

+ Adams County Parks and Community Resources +
+ Boulder County Parks & Open Spacet

+ City of Boulder Open Space and Mountain Parks

+ City of Fort Collinst

+ City of Lovelandt

+ Douglas County Open Space

+ Jefferson County Open Spacet

+ Larimer County Rural Land Use Center

+ Larimer County Parks and Open Lands+

+ Lower Arkansas Valley Water Conservation Districtt
+ Pitkin County Open Space & Trailst

+ San Miguel County Open Space & Recreation

t+Certified by the State of Colorado
* Accredited by the Land Trust Alliance Accreditation
Commission

Conservation Fund. Photo courtesy of Snow Mountain Ranch of
YMCA of the Rockies.

La Plata Open Space Conservancy - Horse Gulch Open Space

Montezuma Land Conservancy - Crescent Ranch
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Colorado is a national model for conservation. Our state possesses some of
the most iconic American imagery: our mountains, plains, rivers, and wildlife
have inspired millions of visitors from around the planet to visit Colorado.
We have a land conservation community that is recognized nationally for
protecting these places and to whom many other states look for education.

The Colorado Coalition of Land Trusts (CCLT) is fortunate to be able to

represent this community.

2010 was a year of tremendous growth for CCLT. Our strategic plan,
developed in late 2008, affirms that CCLT is committed to being the statewide
membership organization that supports Colorados land conservation
community. The organization’s role in supporting land conservation has
become particularly important in this period of serious state budget issues.
Tax credits are easy targets to cut and CCLT has worked extremely hard
to protect the conservation easement tax credit. We succeeded in building
an effective coalition in support of conservation, a coalition which we expect
to continue to be important in future efforts at the legislature and worked
diligently to support recreational open space in a cooperative arrangement
with and on behalf of the Colorado Open Space Alliance. In addition to
our policy work, CCLT also had the most successful annual conference
ever, bringing together over 200 land trust and local government open space
professionals at the beautiful Denver Museum of Nature and Science for two
days of updates and educational workshops. We also initiated a series of
education webinars, supported by a grant from Great Outdoors Colorado
and expanded our outreach through social networking sites as well as laying
the foundation and procuring funding for CCLT’s new Center of Excellence.
All of this would not have been possible without CCLT’s many generous
supporters.

Thank you for all that you do for CCLT and conservation in Colorado. We
appreciate your time, your work on our behalf and your financial support.

We look forward to working together toward conservation’s bright future in
beautiful Colorado.

Sincerely,

John Swartout

WE CONTINUED
TO PROTECT
CONSERVATION
FUNDING BY HELPING
TO DEFEAT HOUSE
CONCURRENT
REsoLUTION 1007.
THIS MEASURE
ASKED VOTERS TO
AMEND ARTICLE
XXVII oF THE
CONSTITUTION
(T GOCO
AMENDMENT) TO
ALLOW THE STATE
GOVERNMENT TO
DECLARE A FISCAL
EMERGENCY AND
TRANSFER ALL
LOTTERY PROCEEDS
TO THE STATE
EDUCATION FUND.




BeErRRrRY PAaTCH FARMS

Most people are surprised when they find out
that Tim Ferrell was a Lutheran pastor for 17 years. Many
don't see the connection between living a life of spiritual
compassion and farming. But for Tim, the connection is
clear.

“I got into farming as a means of supporting
programs that feed the hungry, and soon I realized that
I could make the most difference in the health of my
community by encouraging them to eat more local, healthy
foods,” Tim says.

Tim's wife, Claudia, is a doctor and has practiced
with the same dedication to community health.

“Promoting the wellbeing of those around us is a
special connection we share,” says Claudia.

“Over the years, we've grown a tight-knit family
of farm stars,” says Tim.“Many of the people who work on

our farm used to be customers who fell in love with the land

Berry Patch Farms: Easement held by Adams County Open Space

and the way of life. Others were family or friends in need of
work, or students looking for internships. Two of our staff members, Gregario and Angelica, moved their family out here in 2000, and it goes
without saying that our farm would not be the same without them.”
The Ferrells raise organic vegetables and fruits. They sell them at their farm stand but also encourage customers to pick their own
berries and some produce.

“So many people just love being out here and reconnecting with the outdoors — our farm is like

a sanctuary to many people who live busy, urban lives and come to our farm to just to wander the fields
and get away from it all,” Tim says.

Growing and selling produce is just the beginning of what the Ferrells do. Berry Patch hosts
many educational field trips, teaching school groups from near and far about food production. Many kids
learn for the first time that produce doesn't originate at the supermarket.

“I've noticed there is a separation between people and food nowadays; many people who don't
have access to farmland have no understanding of what it means to farm, what crops look like or how food
is grown. Some children actually think that food comes out of the ground in packages!” Tim says.

“It’s not hard to see how this disconnect can lead to unhealthy eating habits.”

When Tim and Claudia first got their start in agriculture, their biggest concerns were how much
rain they were getting, when the frosts came, and what insects and plant diseases were prevalent. But soon
came a new pressure caused by the growth in the city surrounding them. They started to worry about
what would happen to the land after they were gone.

“We heard about the conservation easements through Adams County Open Space six years ago,”
says Tim. “Putting our land under easement was a pretty easy decision for us; our biggest fear was that
our land would be developed after we were gone. Now, I can rest assured that this land will never be used
for anything other than what it was meant for: to provide not just food for the community, but food for
thought about what farming and agriculture really means.”

The Ferrells have hopes to expand the farm in the future. They dream of adding grains, goats
and sheep, and poultry for egg production. They would also love to open a restaurant that exclusively uses
ingredients from the farm. Most of all, they seek to expand their programs that educate people about the
importance of eating local, healthy foods.

“New farm ground cannot be produced, only destroyed,” says Tim.“Farm ground is an extremely

rare resource and we should treasure it.”



GALLEGOS RANCH

The Gallegos Ranch sits in the Piedra Valley, which gets its name from the Spanish word for “rock.” It's a fitting word. Like a
rock, the ranch has weathered some pretty rough times. But it has survived for five generations.

“Every day that I go out to work on the land is a tribute to my grandfather and his dreams of making a better life for his family,” says
Junior Gallegos.

Although the Gallegos family lineage is somewhat of a mystery, Junior suspects that his ancestors came from Spain. Junior’s grandfather,
Rubio Gallegos, came to Colorado from Espanola, New Mexico, in 1890 when he was 10 years old. He was working as a servant for the
Candelarias, a long-time Colorado ranching family. When he was 15, the Candelarias gave him 1,500 sheep, and Rubio set out to start a ranch
of his own. He fell in love with the Piedra Valley and bought a piece of land there.

As the years went on, Rubio bought more pieces of land, but ended up losing a lot of property during the Great Depression; only the
original piece of land that he had bought with his sheep-herding earnings remained. But, little by little, Rubio saved his money and began to buy
back the lost pieces of land during the 1930s and ‘40s. By the time Junior’s father, Juan Francisco, took over the ranch in 1941, the property had
grown to about 4,800 acres.

“I always knew that I would eventually take over the ranch,” says Junior. “As so many ranchers say, it's in my blood.”

When Junior and his wife, Florian, married, she went with him to take the sheep up to the high country for the summer. Because sheep
wander and must be watched 24 hours a day, they made their bed on the hillside, and that's where they slept for several months.

“I knew then that I was lucky to have found a woman who would put up with such a rugged lifestyle,” says Junior.

When Junior’s father passed away in 1965, he decided that sheep required too much maintenance, so he traded them in for cattle.

“Cattle require a lot less care — once we calf and brand them in the spring, they go out to pasture in the summer, and we don't have to
watch them all the time like we did with the sheep,” says Junior. “After we switched to herding cattle, our lives became much freer”

Although cattle ranching may be easier, is it
not very profitable, Junior explains. The money that the
Gallegoses get from selling beef sometimes doesn't make
ends meet. There were times Junior was forced to take
part-time jobs on the side, working on construction or at a
sawmill.

“When my mother died in 2003, we realized that
she did not make a trust to secure the future of the ranch,”
says Junior.“For the land to be transferred from my mother’s
name to ours, I had to pay the U.S. government around $2
million in taxes. Although we were rich in land, none of it
came out to cash in our wallets. We didn't have the money
to pay the government to keep the land, and we were afraid
that wed lose it.”

Junior learned about the conservation easement
tax credit program from a fellow rancher who had been in

the same predicament and had used the easements to get
out of debt. By establishing an easement with the Colorado
Cattlemen’s Agricultural Land Trust and gaining tax credits ~ Gallegos Ranch: Easement held by CCALT
from the state and federal government, the Gallegos family
found the means to pay off the taxes. This spring, they will get the last tax credit from the IRS and will finally owe no more taxes.

“Then I will consider myself a free man,” says Junior.

There is no doubt in Junior’s mind that, without these tax credits, they would not have the ranch all.

“We would have been forced to sell the land to developers, and there would be houses or factories on this beautiful land,” says Junior.
“This land was not meant to support development. When my grandfather fell in love with the Piedra Valley over one hundred years ago, he knew
that this land was meant to support ranching. I love this land and I love the way of life it brings. When I'm out working on the land, I feel like I
am my own boss and, next to paying off my debt to the IRS, that is the most freeing feeling in the world.”



FrRosT R ANCH

The Great Depression changed a lot
of lives, and I guess my family was no
different,” says Jay Frost. “In the long
run, though, that disaster was how I
ended up here, out on the range.”

Jay'’s grandfather, Wallace Frost, lived
with his family in Michigan, where he
was working as an architect when the
U.S. stock market crashed. Suddenly,
the pool of architecture jobs dried up
and there was no work to be found.
Hearing that there was work out West,
Wallace moved his family to rural
southern California and was able to
find some work designing buildings.
Jay's father, Jon Frost, was in high school
and fell in love with the West. He began
dreaming of ranches, cattle and working
the land.

Jon was in college in Las Cruces, N.M.,,
when he was drafted in 1941. After the
war, he finished college, married, and
bought a ranch in Las Lunes, N.M,,
where he learned the ranching business
by experience. He started buying small
parcels of land in Fountain in 1958. He
eventually combined them and, with
enough land to ranch 500 cows, created
what is now Frost Ranch.

While his father had to learn ranching

on the job, Jay was born into it.

Frost Ranch: Conservation Easement held by Colorado Open Lands

“I was born and raised on this land and grew up absorbing everything about ranching,” says Jay. “As the youngest of nine kids, I had to
learn to ride a horse early, so as not to get left behind when my family went out to round up the cattle.”

After leaving to study agriculture business management and range science at New Mexico State University, Jay returned in 1991 to
manage Frost Ranch.

“It was an exciting time to enter the ranching business because people were starting to think of new and innovative ways to protect the
natural assets of the land,” says Jay. “My half-brother, Kirk Hanna, who managed the adjacent Hanna Ranch, was on the cutting edge of these
new techniques and taught me about holistic range management.”

Trough their studies, Jay and Kirk learned how to manage the land in partnership with nature to protect the environment. Jay continued
to learn from his half-brother’s methods of animal rotation — switching between ranching cattle, goats and bison to avoid exhausting the land’s
resources — until Kirk died in 1998.

Currently, herding pasture cattle is the main source of income for the ranch. Jay owns just two steers — one which will feed him and his
family this year, and the lead steer, Bart.

“Part of my income is gained by renting out my land for other ranchers to use to herd their cattle, and Bart teaches these young calves
how to act on the ranch,” says Jay.

Jay farms a small plot of organic vegetables, many of which grow in a greenhouse he constructed out of an old barn. He sells the
vegetables at farmer’s markets. He also subleases a portion of the land to another rancher.

(continued on page 9)
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FrRosT R ANCH

“Even with all these sources of income,
money is still tight,” says Jay. “A lot of resources
go into conserving the land, protecting the water
sources and maintaining the few critical roads
and buildings constructed out here to support
the ranch.”

As pristine as the land is, threats from
development are never far away. Standing on
Frost Ranch, you can see in the distance the
three large stacks of the power plant that Xcel
built last year.

Jay's sistet, Ferris Frost, joined him in
fighting a proposed gravel pit adjacent to the
property. They've made numerous presentations
to the county land and water use committees
and hired expert consultants to testify about
how it could lead to erosion and flooding on
Fountain Creek.

“It sometimes seems like the threat of
development to the land never ends — we just
got word that a pipeline project from Pueblo
to Colorado Springs will run right through
the valley,” says Jay. “There were times when I
wondered if I should just give it all up and sell
the land, knowing it would be developed. The
conservation easement tax credit program is
why I've stood firm.”

There are two ways landowners can
get income from their land. They may either
sell the property and its natural assets, like
watet, or they can sell the easement and retain
these natural assets that make it unique. When
the conservation easement tax credits were
introduced in 2001, many ranchers like Jay saw

it as an opportunity to stay in agriculture. After
the Frost family decided to put its land under

Frost Ranch: Conservation Easement Celebration. Photos by J. Katz.

easement, Jay finally found the guarantee he
needed to put his mind at ease about the future
of his ranch.

“In my opinion, it will benefit the
public more to keep the land open — to use it
for ranching, farming and providing food for
Colorado,” says Jay. “Without the tax credit
program, many people like me would be forced
to give up the lifestyle and the land that we have
grown to love.”



UTtTe Varrey RaANCH

Penny Kelly is not a cautious woman. She once attempted to chase away a coyote in her bathrobe. She also answered an ad in the local
paper that read, “Wife wanted.” That's how she met and married Allen Kelly, a life-long rancher and owner of the Ute Valley Ranch. Allen was
born and raised on the property that his father, Mike, bought in 1951 after the previous owner had been found shot to death in his house as a
result of an ongoing series of “cattle wars.”

“The Kellys would come up the mountain on the weekends and work the ranch, often finding the sheep from the ranch next door over
running the property,” says Penny. “More than once, Mike was heard to say, holding a rifle,‘Get these sheep of my land, or I will drop you where
you stand.”

Mike was a ranch hand who never learned to read or write. He began herding his own cattle when he bought the Ute Valley Ranch,
which borders the Colorado National Monument. For many years, life out on the range was a struggle. Until 1993, the family lived without
electricity or running water, using outhouses and fuel lanterns. Mike chiseled a channel in the rim rock to catch rain water, and he and his wife
used the giant potholes in the canyon rim as bathtubs.

By the 1980s, Mike and Allen were running 250 cattle on the
ranch, using a friend’s ranch and public land to graze them during
the summer. In 1997, their friends sold off their land and, having lost
their Forest Service contract, the Kellys were forced to sell the cattle.

“I moved to the ranch in 1999 after I married Allen and, despite the
additions of solar panels and indoor plumbing, our life was still pretty
rustic,” says Penny. “We had our water hauled up to us, 2,000 gallons
at a time, and that would last us six weeks. I hung my laundry out on
the line and sometimes, in the winter, it would take over a week for
the clothes to freeze dry. Every morning, I would have my coffee and
read the newspaper — which I would get from town the day before -
by flashlight, waiting for the sun to come up.’

Penny and Allen, who didn't have any children, worried about
what would happen to the ranch once they were gone. His father had
worked hard to keep the land in the family and undeveloped.

In 2002, Penny and Allen met a family in the area who had put their

property under conservation easement and who taught them how to
navigate the process. They called the Mesa County Land Trust, which

Mesa Land Trust: Penny Kelly on Ute Valley Ranch

explained their options. In the fall of the next year, Allen passed away,
and Penny discovered that he hadn't drafted a will.

“I actively pursued getting an easement for three years and finally obtained one in 2005. By then, however, I had incurred some pretty
steep attorney fees, so I was still $35,000 short of paying off the loans I had taken out to begin this process,” says Penny. “By good fortune, and a
lot of saving, I was able to pay off that money within the year.”

Penny and her cutrrent husband, Mark, have downsized the ranch’s original cattle operation to only 10 cows. They buy steers in the
spring, raise them for two years and sell the grass-fed beef to a waiting list of customers. They now have more customers than beef and are looking
to increase the herd.

“The Kellys worked hard to keep this land. It was all they had, and they were proud of it. Next year it will be a Centennial ranch — one
hundred years old!” says Penny. “Now, it will be preserved as Mike and Allen would have wished.

“We know we could have sold each canyon rim for $300,000 a piece, but money is not the issue. For us, keeping the land whole and
being good stewards is the most important thing. We enjoy sharing this land with the wildlife here, and all who wish to come and visit — whether
they want to hike, ride horses, or just admire the breathtaking view of the canyon.”

Recently, Penny and Mark installed a photovoltaic system to generate electricity, and there are many months where they produce
more power than they use. They plan on adding a barn and perhaps a garage. The ranch has been willed to Mark’s son, Brett, who works for the
Colorado Department of Wildlife.

“Ranching is not only a way of life, but also a way of being and seeing the world,” says Penny. “It involves living in harmony with the
animals and the land. With it comes a special awareness of the fragility of life, and the beauty of the earth.
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CCLT CONTINUED TO PARTNER WITH LAND
TRUST ALLIANCE IN PROVIDING FUNDING
FOR ORGANIZATION ASSESSMENTS TO
MEMBER ORGANIZATIONS.

S Program Services
“ General Administration

! Fundraising

M Grants

“ Education
“ Membership

' Donations

“'Misc. Income




12

I N 2 01IO

The Colorado Coalition of Land Trusts would
like to express its appreciation to the following
individuals and organizations for their support
during 2010. Without your support we would
not be able to continue our efforts to promote
conservation in Colorado.

Gifts of $100 - $499

Joe Almon

Ruth Cornfeld Becker

Clay Boelz

William Boortz

Jean Claude Bosch

K-Lynn Cameron

Carlson Vineyards, Inc.
Willis Carpenter

Colorado Open Space Alliance
Donna Crown

Harvey W. Curtis

Dalby Wendland & Co. P.C.
Douglas Land Conservancy
Estes Valley Land Trust
Ernest Fazekas

John Graham

David Hallock

Terry Hershey

Pill and Jean Hocker

Karen Holmgren

Patti Hostetler

Steve and Carol Jeffers
Margaret Kavookjian

Amie Knox

David Kueter

Conrad Lattes

Jim Mock

Shelley Morton

David Nichols

Peter Nichols

Norton Appraisal Services, Inc.

Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation - Bald Mountain

Linda Overlin

Greg Powell

Rare Earth Science

Robert Rich

Elizabeth Richardson

Brian Ross

Michael Rosser

Ron Rudolph

San Miguel County Open Space
Russ Shay

Kevin Shea

Tim Slattery

Paul Snyder

Andrew Spielman

Nancy and George Wallace
Mark Weston

Jim White

Wolf Creek Ski Corporation
Ruth Wright
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of Land Trusts
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Gifts of $500 - $999

Brown Wheeldon Tafoya and Barrett PC

The Ezulwini Foundation

Jane Fredman

Tom Latousek

Mrs. Katherine H. Loo, The Dusty and Kathy Loo
Fund of the Pikes Peak Community Foundational
Dan Pike

Greg Vallin

Larimer County - Rockwork (SprCrk). Photo byTodd Jubasz.
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Ducks Unlimited - Mallards on the South Platte River

Gifts of $1,000 - $4,999

Alpine Bank

Allan C. Beezley

Thomas E. Berg

Bill Barrett Corporation

Brownstein Hyatt Farber Schreck, P.C.
Arnie Butler & Company

Colorado Lottery

Colorado Open Lands

Community Banks of Colorado
Conservation Partners, Inc.

Jeanne “Gigi” Darricades

Michael Dowling

Faegre & Benson, LLP

Charles “Buck” Frederickson

Holland & Hart, LLP

Isaacson Rosenbaum, P.C.

Jessica Jay

Lawrence R. Kueter

Land Title Guarantee Company

Land Trust Alliance

Larry Harvey, P.C.

Kevin McCarty

Ken Mirt, Mirr Ranch Group
Peterson Appraisal Company
Sherman & Howard, L.L.C.

William Silberstein

Carl and Karen Spina, Conservation Tax Credit Transfer
The Samuel Gary, Jr. Family Foundation
The Trust for Public Land
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Anne R. Wilkinson
Gifts of $5,000 - $9,999

Anadarko Petroleum Company
ConserveLands.com

The Moore & Trinchera Charitable Foundations
Ariel Steele, Tax Credit Connection

Gifts of $10,000 +

Colorado Conservation Trust
Conservation Resource Center
L.P. Brown Foundation

New Belgium Brewing Company
The Nature Conservancy

In-Kind Donations

Mallory Boyce, Mirr Ranch Group
Carlson Vineyards
John Fielder

Thad McGinnis
New Belgium Brewing Company

Pitkin County Open Space & Trails - Droste Mountain Park
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Wynkoop Brewing Company

CCLT would like to extend a special thanks to
Bill Silberstein and Larry Kueter for continuing to
donate an extraordinary amount of time to CCLT
and its mission.

We would also like to thank all of the individuals
who attended our annual fundraiser, Brews, Boots
& Bucks, and our generous auction donors:

Arapahoe Basin Ski Area

C Lazy U Ranch

Martha Cochran

Colorado Cattlemen’s Agricultural Land Trust
Colorado Wildlife Heritage Foundation
Comedy Works

CorePower Yoga

Denver Botanic Gardens

Denver Center for Performing Arts

Jay Fetcher

Hogan Lovells

Sage Hospitality

La Plata Open Space Conservancy
Land Trust of the Upper Arkansas
Larimer County Parks and Open Lands
Loveland Ski Resort

Mountain Sun Pub & Brewery

Olivea

Patagonia

Elaine Shea

Snooze

Southpark Fly Fishing

Mike Strunk

Tattered Cover Book Store

The Nature Conservancy

The Palm

Wilder on the Taylor

Douglas Land Conservancy - Malone Ranch

The Wilderness Land Trust - The Denver Load in the Maroon Bells Wilderness
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